
The 1930s saw Father T. Lawrason Riggs '10 beginning a capital campaign to build a 
Catholic Chapel on Yale’s campus. The funds were acquired by the late 30s and ground was 

broken on October 13, 1937. The Chapel was finished the summer of 1938. 

The Chapel was designed by William Douglas of William Douglas Orr & Associates and 
reflected the architectural tastes of the day. Its exterior was Colonial Revival and its interior 
was decorated in the Art Deco style—a balance between tradition and modernity. Through 

the equally weighted presence of these two styles, Fr. Riggs '10 hoped that Yale students 
would notice how their Catholic faith and their secular studies informed each other.  

The Chapel was finished in 1938 and dedicated on October 9th of that year. The original 
dedication date was September 25, 1938. This was postponed a month due to the highly 

destructive 1938 New England Hurricane. The October service was attended by members of 
both Yale University and the Archdiocese of Hartford.

The 1940s brought World War II and STM leadership began shifting their attention to 
war-time needs—like converting the Chapel’s boiler to meet war ration standards. 

Fr. Riggs '10 continued to teach, offering religion courses each semester for both Yale 
students and the general public. Fr. Riggs '10 died unexpectedly of a heart attack in his 

home on April 26, 1943 and Father Edwin O’Brien '31, a product of Yale’s Catholic Club under 
Riggs in the late 20s, became Yale’s second Catholic Chaplain. 

As Yale men went off to fight in the war, Yale opened its buildings to Army Air Force, Navy 
and Marine cadets stationed in New Haven for training. Because of this influx of 

servicemen, the Military Ordinariate appointed Fr. O’Brien '31 an Auxiliary Chaplain and the 
Chapel opened its doors to servicemen who would briefly call New Haven their home.

The 1930s & 1940s: 
A  P L A C E  O N  C A M P U S  & 

WA R-T I M E  M I N I S T R Y



1937-1938:  
A cutting from the 
Dwight Hall 
activities pamphlet 
with Fr. Riggs’s '10 
handwriting describing 
the activities of Yale’s 
Catholic Club for 
interested Yale students. 

November 18, 1936:   
The New York Times 
announces the forthcoming 
building of a Catholic 
chapel and clubhouse at Yale 
University.  

October 9, 1938:  
Worship booklet for the Chapel’s Solemn Blessing. 

Summer 1938:   
Invitation to attend the 
Solemn Blessing of the 
Chapel of Saint Thomas 
More with the original 
September date. Due to 
the 1938 New England 
Hurricane, the service was 
moved to October 9, 1938.



May 12, 1943:    
The Catholic 
Graduates Club  
Bulletin reports 
on the Final Rites for 
Father T. Lawrason 
Riggs '10.  

October 11, 1943:   
Fr. O’Brien '31 reports to 
Board of Trustees on his 
wartime ministry. 

July 3, 1943:     
The Yale Daily News Reports on the appointment of Father Edwin B. 
O’Brien '31 as Yale University’s second Catholic Chaplain. Fr. O’Brien 
was an active member of Fr. Riggs’s Catholic Club in the late 1920s.    

October 14, 1940:     
A listing of classes taught by 
Fr. Riggs '10 for both Yale students 
and the general public. 
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