
STM
The Magazine of The Catholic Chapel & Center at Yale University

Fall 
2022

p3

100th Anniversary 
Concert

p6

Voices from 
the Decades

p17

From Catholic Club 
to More House



S T M  M A G A Z I N E  C O N T R I B U T O R S

Design: 
Cadwell Art Direction

Primary Photography: 
Robert A. Lisak

Mission Statement

Saint Thomas More Chapel & Center serves the Catholic community at Yale by:

· Creating a vibrant and welcoming community through worship and service

· Cultivating informed faith and spirituality

· Engaging in reflective discourse on faith and culture

· Advancing the Church’s mission of promoting social justice

· Participating in the global Church’s life and witness

About the Cover

STM’s crucifix is surrounded 
by vivid visuals, created by 
projection designer 
Camilla Tassi '22 M.F.A. 
Tassi’s digitally rendered 
images accompanied the 
music during STM’s 100th 
Anniversary Concert. They 
focused on and framed the 
crucifix, shedding new light 
on the familiar symbol of 
both sacrifice and salvation.

S T A Y  I N  T O U C H 

W I T H  S T M

Download the STM Yale App.

Editors:
Robin McShane is the Director 
of Communications at STM.

Sarah Woodford '10 M.Div. 
is a graduate of Yale Divinity 
School and STM’s 
Library Director.

Associate Editor: 
Julia Chin GRD '27

Writers:
Julia Chin GRD '27 is a Ph.D. student in English 
Literature and the Associate Editor for 
STM Magazine.

Deirdre Flanagan '23 is a senior in Branford College 
and a member of STM’s Undergraduate Council. 

Stephen McNulty '25 is a sophomore in Pauli Murray 
College and a member of STM’s Undergraduate 
Council.

Maria Mendoza '23 is a senior in Ezra Stiles College 
and a member of STM’s Latino Ministry.

JP Mikhaiel is a hospital resident specializing in 
Neurology and a member of the STM Community.

Joe Vale '63 is a senior advisor to the investment 
manager of Parkview International, after leading the 
firm for over twenty-seven years. He is a member of 
STM’s Board of Trustees.



S T M  M A G A Z I N E  F A L L  2 0 2 2In This Issue

268 Park Street, New Haven, CT 06511-4714

Phone: 203-777-5537      Fax: 203-777-0144

stmchapel@yale.edu

Follow us online: stm.yale.edu

STM Magazine is published twice a year for our 
alums, parents and friends. Opinions expressed 
in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those 
of the entire STM community.

1 FROM THE CHAPLAIN

3 100TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT

6 VOICES FROM THE DECADES

9 THOMAS E. GOLDEN, JR. 
 FELLOWSHIP IN 
 FAITH & SCIENCE

13 IN GRATITUDE

17 100 YEARS: 
 FROM CATHOLIC CLUB 
 TO MORE HOUSE

23 THE BLACK CATHOLIC 
 HISTORY MONTH LECTURE

Features

11 FAITH IN THE REAL WORLD

22 THREE QUESTIONS

25 OPEN BOOK

27 POP! CULTURE

In October of 1922, Father T. Lawrason Riggs '10 began his ministry as Yale’s first 
officially appointed Catholic Chaplain. This year, as STM celebrates one hundred 
years of Catholic chaplaincy, STM Magazine likewise focuses on the centennial. 
The Fall/Winter issue shines a light on our storied history, and the Spring/Summer 
issue looks forward to our present and future.

The subsequent pages tell the story of how Fr. Riggs '10, visionary and Yale alum, 
transformed the modest Catholic Club of 1922 into Yale’s Catholic Chaplaincy as 
we know it today. As witnesses of this history, alums from the 1930s-1970s have 
written about their experiences firsthand. This issue also gives you a glimpse into 
the first of our 2022 anniversary celebrations – our 100th Anniversary Concert.

As always in our Fall/Winter issue, we want to thank our generous donors, whose 
names are included in the following pages. Your partnership in our ministry is 
what allows us to both make a difference for current Catholic students at Yale and 
continue to serve as a university chaplaincy presence for the next hundred years.

Happy Reading,

Robin & Sarah
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Dear Friends, 

On Sunday, October 9, STM hosted a concert, titled “Faith, Hope and Charity” after a 
quote from our patron saint, St. Thomas More. This evening of music, song and prayer 
coincided with Family Weekend and celebrated one hundred years of Catholic 
Chaplaincy at Yale. 

At one of the rehearsals a few days before the concert, a sophomore history and philosophy 
major at Pauli Murray College pulled me aside. Last semester, he had taken a history class 
called “Yale and America” with Professor Jay Gitlin '71 '74 Mus.M. '02 Ph.D. and written 
his final class paper on our first Chaplain, Father T. Lawrason Riggs '10. He asked me if I 
knew the significance of October 9. I didn’t. “According to Fr. Riggs’s diary,” he said, 
“October 9, 1922, was his first official meeting of Yale’s Catholic Club. Afterwards, he 
went to a Ukrainian music concert to celebrate.” 

Later in the evening, I checked with Sarah Woodford '10 M.Div., our archivist and 
Director of the Vincent Library, to see if this was true. It was. One hundred and twenty-five 
students had gathered for an evening of prayer and instruction, which Fr. Riggs had 
followed with attending a concert.

Exactly one hundred years after Fr. Riggs’s first Catholic Club meeting, here we were 
doing it all over again. Our concert would feature hymns in several different languages, 
including Ukrainian. 

One of the meaningful things about celebrating one hundred years of Catholic chaplaincy 
is that we have a whole year to intentionally look back and notice the echoes of ministry at 
Yale that still create patterns of faith, hope and charity in the work that we do today. I also 
don’t think it’s a coincidence that our Chapel—under Fr. Riggs’s tenure—was dedicated on 
October 9, 1938, after being postponed due to the Great New England Hurricane. 

During a silent prayer of thanksgiving after Holy Communion on Sunday, October 9, 
2022, I felt that Fr. Riggs, in some way from his place on the other side of eternity, had a 
hand in the planning of this day. Here I was, praying with the students and their families, 
faculty, staff, alums and friends who gathered in person—along with those from around 
the world who joined us via livestream. Descendants of the Catholic Club Fr. Riggs 
established, all of us gathered together in our Chapel that morning “for prayer and 
instruction.” Later that day, we would also attend a concert, yet another layer of our history 
that strengthens this local manifestation of the Body of Christ at Yale.

1.

F R O M  T H E

Chaplain’s 
Desk

Fr. Ryan M. Lerner 
Chaplain

Photograph by Robin J. McShane

As you enter STM’s Chapel and 

look up at our crucifix, created by 

Giuseppe Maraniello, a dove flies 

from Christ’s left hand. 

You’ll see the dove is part of our 

Anniversary logo. The dove, which 

represents the Holy Spirit, moves 

through the number 100, as the 

spirit has moved through our 

ministry at Yale these past 

one hundred years. The beak of 

the dove faces forward and 

upward, implying that the Spirit 

will accompany us and our work 

at Yale well into the future.

About Our Logo

Photograph by Robin J. McShane
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#MyCatholicYale

Assistant Chaplain David Rivera, Kieran Malandain '26 and 
Emma Ventresca '26 sip sparkling cider during STM’s first-ever 
Starry Night undergrad semi-formal. Photograph by Grace Carroll



100th Anniversary Concert: 
Faith, Hope & Charity

Julia Chin GRD '27 
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“We wanted it to be celebratory as well as prayerful and reverent.”
– Julian Revie '02



                      n the evening of October 9, the space in the Chapel swelled 
with song, scripture and spectacle. Saint Thomas More’s 100th Anniversary 
Concert began exactly a century after Father Riggs noted in his diary the “First 
meeting of the Catholic Club (an epoch in my life!) at 7:00” on October 9, 
1922. Director of Music, Karolina Wojteczko '20 Mus.M., opened the concert 
with these remarks and elicited some laughter in recalling the first Catholic 
Chaplain’s subsequent words: “Wonderful singing, though rather too much 
of the same sort of thing.” STM’s centennial celebration, however, was anything 
but “the same sort of thing.” Wojteczko and Julian Revie ‘02 sought to create an 
unforgettable musical experience, affectionately referring to what they called “the 
vision.” The concept was born out of “the desire to present something new and 
different that would be uniquely suited to STM,” Revie explained. “We wanted it 
to be celebratory as well as prayerful and reverent.” Inspiration struck early when 
it was mentioned that Father Bob Beloin (STM Chaplain, 1994-2018) had 
included a quote from St. Thomas More’s Last Prayer in his email signature line: 

“Give me, good Lord, a full faith, a firm hope and a fervent charity.” 

Centered around these 
themes of faith, hope 
and charity, the musical 
program later expanded to 
include text from scripture 
as well as the dramatic 
read of the Last Prayer by 
Michael Lo Piano '22 Ph.D. 
Yale students and alumni 
were highlighted as both 
readers and writers of 
devotional literature, as 
passages from STM’s 
forthcoming prayer book, 
Ever Ancient, Ever New, 
were offered between 
Biblical and choral verses.

4.4.

O

(continued on page 5)

Pictured above left: Michael Lo Piano performs a dramatic read of the Last Prayer 
by St. Thomas More.

Pictured above right: Karolina Wojteczko and Julian Revie take a bow after the concert.

Picture at left: Mattias Lundberg directs the Yale University Church Choir. 

“Getting to surprise the audience 
at the concert with rays of light 

during the initial choir entrance is 
a pretty magical thing for me.”

– Camilla Tassi '22 M.F.A.

Photograph by Kerry Robinson
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Amongst the weaving of song and spoken word, the Chapel’s 
crucifix remained at the heart of the vision. Projection designer 
Camilla Tassi '22 M.F.A. stunned the audience with gorgeous 
visuals that arced around the crucifix, offering new perspectives 
on the poignant symbol. At different points during the concert, 
the crucifix was held aloft by the palm of God, surrounded by 
grape leaves and blanketed in shadows. Tassi’s artistry proved 
especially breathtaking in the grand entrance, when sunbeams 
burst forth from the clouds, accompanied by a jubilant brass 
fanfare and choral rendition of Hubert Parry’s “I Was Glad.” 
“Getting to surprise the audience at the concert with rays of light 
during the initial choir entrance is a pretty magical thing for me,” 
Tassi admitted. She likened running her projections live to 
“playing a musical instrument,” as she adjusted the duration of 
the animations in time with a score of musicians: Revie on the 
organ, the STM Choir, the Amo Brass Quintet and the Yale 
University Church Choir directed by Mattias Lundberg GRD '23.

(continued from page 4)

100th Anniversary Concert

The night ended in a moment of spiritual communion, as the 
audience joined current STM Chaplain Father Ryan Lerner in a 
reading of his prayer of thanksgiving for the past one hundred 
years of Catholic chaplaincy at Yale. Sunbeams graced the 
crucifix once more as the familiar tune of “Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling” rang out from the choir, leaving the Chapel to 
contemplate the presence of St. Thomas More’s much desired 
faith, hope and charity at Yale University.

Top left: Projection designer Camilla Tassi stunned the audience with 
gorgeous visuals that arced around the crucifix.

Bottom left: STM Chaplain Father Ryan Lerner reads his prayer of 
thanksgiving for the past one hundred years of Catholic chaplaincy at Yale.

Above: Camilla Tassi sits in the choir loft as she creates the visuals arching 
the crucifix.

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 b

y 
D

ew
ey

 Fo
rb

es



guido

Guido Calabresi: Class of 1953, Yale Law School Class of 1958
Current Chaplain: Father Edwin O’Brien '31; Father James Healey '49; Father Richard Russell

I graduated from Yale College in '53 and went to Oxford. . . . [During that time], I started 
believing in God. That had also happened to my mother. I started looking around, and I thought 
about being a Quaker. But I talk too much. Just no way. I mean there's something very attractive 
[about the Quaker Movement], but not enough for me.

For the first time [at STM] I'd found a Catholic place that was at the same intellectual level as 
I was. And that's not necessarily good, but it is very helpful to kids, at that point to feel: “Okay, 
this is the same.”

Father Healy then left, and that was a turning moment for many things in the Church, about 
that time. And then, a piece of great luck. A guy who had been Assistant Chaplain, Dick 

Russell, stayed on. He was not a great preacher, but a fantastic Chaplain. Because he was extraordinarily smart and there wasn't 
a defensive bone in his body. A person of very deep faith and open to everything and anything that was going on. In a way, this 
is interesting because he was before Vatican II. But he just was that kind of a person and he responded intellectually and he 
understood immediately what was needed . . . And that every time a student or anyone else had doubts or argued, instead of 
anathema—fine: talking, discussing. It was that that I think really changed the whole tone.

Yale was changing, and there were more Catholic faculty. There were more Catholic students. 
Catholic students were not afraid to say that they were Catholic.

Voices from the Decades:  
STM Alums Share Their Stories

STM Magazine Editors

From the first 
semester in the 
fall of 1922, 
STM’s Chaplains and their 
staff have been there for 
countless Catholic students, 
helping them strengthen and 
shape their faith during their 
time at Yale. Some of our 
alums have shared their 
recollections of Yale and 
STM with us through 
STM’s Oral History 
Project. Here are some of 
their stories, spanning the 
1930s-1970s.

(continued on page 7) 4.6.
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John C. Kane, Jr.: Class of 1967
Current Chaplain: Father James Healey '49 & Father Richard Russell

In my father's time [the 1930s], Yale Catholics were very much second-class citizens, 
with the exception of those who had specific talents. I would say that would include 
athletes. That might or might not include musicians. In my father's case, he could 
write and so he was active on the Yale Daily News—I don't think the YDN ever 
discriminated on anything other than the basis of talent, although it may have 
discriminated for office-ships. But it was clear to my father as recounted to me that if 
you were Catholic, you were not welcome in most of the leading fraternities. I can't 
speak to the societies. That was clearly not true in the sixties when Yale Catholics were 
much more accepted in leadership positions.

Now, one difference between my father's time and my time at Yale was that there were many more people from 
Catholic high schools at Yale than there would have been in the thirties, and they tended to distance themselves from 
the Catholic Church. Ironically, people like myself that had gone to non-sectarian secondary schools tended to be more 
likely to gravitate towards Saint Thomas More and to Catholicism in general. I don’t know why that was–whether that 
was somebody who'd been force-fed Catholicism for twelve years and decided this is the chance to break out, or 
whether it was principled…It seemed to me that more of the regular devout Catholics at Yale had not gone to 
Catholic high schools.

Ken Kusterer: Class of 1969
Current Chaplain: Father Richard Russell

It was overwhelmingly exciting and exhilarating [to be at STM in the mid to late 60s]. 
And it felt like: How could you be going about your own private business when there 
was such a desperate need to solve civil rights injustices? I went down to register voters 
in Georgia…And, then, starting in '65, I began working practically full-time against the 
War in Vietnam, with the Yale New Haven Committee for Peace in Vietnam.

So, that's what it was like for me there during that change. I ran into radical Catholicism 
in Oakland, California, and I had ultimately decided that was the Christianity that attracted me. That was the brand, the 
style of Christianity that I thought was real. So, when I came back from California, I was attending More House. More 
House had become the happening religious place on campus because of Vatican II—something that generated a lot of 
excitement among my generation of Catholic people.

…Daily Mass was about fifteen or twenty loyal people. A majority of them went every day, and the rest of them went 
when they could. So, we all knew each other, and we stood in a circle around the priest and the altar. The music was 
provided by the Music Director, who played the guitar while we sang folk songs in the Mass.

Voices Through the Decades  
(continued from page 6)
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Kate Moore: Class of 1973
Current Chaplain: Father Richard Russell

My father went to Yale and my brother went to Yale, and I went to my brother's 
graduation in 1967 when I was fifteen years old. And I was very impressed with 
the scene at Yale. The commencement exercises were awesome. The campus was 
beautiful. At the time Yale had been dancing with Vassar about possibly merging, 
but a decision was made—they were not going to merge. At age fifteen I was sad 
that the two were not merging and that I wouldn't have a chance to go to Yale. So, 
in the fall of my senior year in high school, 1968 that was, I got a phone call from 
a girlfriend, a high school girlfriend in California, who said, “Guess what, Kate? 
Yale is accepting women for the fall of 1969.” I said, “Oh I don't believe it—we've 
heard these rumors before.” “No Kate, my sister is married to a Yale undergraduate 

and it's just been announced tonight.” I said, “Wow, okay, well I'm sure going to apply.”

Again, I had already been impressed with the institution. Of course, I had legacy ties, and I was interested in 
going to the East Coast for college, having grown up in southern California. I wanted something different, and 
certainly I wanted the best school I could go to. So, Yale met all those criteria and bingo, I applied. Yale took about 
500 women in the fall of 1969. Half of us were “fresh persons” or what they call now first-years, and the other 
half, 250, were transfer students from other colleges, women from other colleges. I was thrilled to be pioneering 
this process…

As a good Catholic I went to Mass on Sundays and Fr. Richard Russell was the Chaplain. My freshman year 
I went on a retreat with some other students off campus—off to Massachusetts to a retreat house, which was 
wonderful and helped me frame my faith and helped me connect wonderfully with some students who were not 
in my residential college. And I felt very comfortable with Fr. Russell who was just a down to earth, wonderful, 
accessible human being.”

Would you like to be part of our Oral History Project? 
Contact Sarah Woodford at sarah.woodford@yale.edu. Photo courtesy of STM Archives.

“…Daily Mass was about fifteen or 

twenty loyal people. A majority of them 

went every day, and the rest of them 

went when they could. So, we all knew 

each other, and we stood in a circle 

around the priest and the altar.”
– Ken Kusterer '69
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The Thomas E. Golden, Jr. Fellowship 
in Faith & Science: 
A Theology of Accompaniment

Stephen McNulty '25

                      n October 16, the Saint Thomas More community invited Isaac Holeman, a Clinical Assistant Professor at the 
University of Washington, to help us grapple with this question as a part of the ongoing Golden Fellowship in Faith and Science.

Established in 2001 under the guidance of Thomas E. Golden, Jr. '51 B.E. '52 M. Eng., the Fellowship aims to provide the STM 
community with a venue to answer a fundamental question of interest to Mr. Golden: “Can twenty-first-century science bring us 
closer to God?” 

Holeman connected his experiences in human-centered design 

with the life work of Dr. Paul Farmer and with a “theology of 

accompaniment.” As Farmer described it, “To accompany someone 

is to go somewhere with him or her, to break bread together, 

to be present on a journey with a beginning and an end..."

O
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Holeman’s background provides an interesting perspective on this inquiry. Much 
of his work has focused on using human-centered design to deliver improved 
outcomes of health care for developing countries. One of his signature projects 
was Medic Mobile, which aims to provide local health workers with technological 
connections to major, often distant health centers. Today Medic Mobile aids over 
25,000 health workers, but Holeman noted that this venture began with close, 
personal study of the situation on the ground, through the context of lived 
experience and direct interaction.

Holeman connected his experiences in human-centered design with the life work of 
Dr. Paul Farmer (for whom Holeman wrote a tribute in Commonweal) and with a 
“theology of accompaniment.” As Farmer described it, “To accompany someone is to 
go somewhere with him or her, to break bread together, to be present on a journey 
with a beginning and an end…. We’re not sure exactly where the beginning might 
be, and we’re almost never sure about the end. There’s an element of mystery, of 
openness, in accompaniment: I’ll go with you and support you on your journey 
wherever it leads.”

Holeman sees this accompaniment — along with the liberation theology tradition 
it stems from — as resonating deeply with the work of human-centered designers, 
whose direct encounters with the needs and experiences of those they serve imbue 
their work with a strong moral imagination that the non-profit sector needs today 
especially.

This work, in Holeman’s eyes, is not limited to global health equity. In fact, he 
has begun working on applying the principles he learned through global health 
innovation and Christian theology to developing sustainable climate solutions. In a 
Q&A following his presentation, Holeman suggested that all people, no matter their 
community, can learn from human-centered design approaches and a theology of 
accompaniment, on a local or global scale. For a Church learning more and more 
about what it means to walk in “synod,” these lessons are more important than ever.

Visit https://subspla.sh/qkyr5kv to view Isaac Holeman’s lecture.

Isaac Holeman poses with Matthew and 
Justin Golden, nephews of Thomas Golden, Jr.

What lessons might the 
world of design have to 
teach us about human 

accompaniment?

Photos courtesy of Isaac Holeman shown during his lecture.
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Lessons Learned by a 1963 Graduate   

Joseph J. Vale '63

F A I T H  I N  T H E       R E A L  W O R L D

                rior to my sixtieth reunion next June, I have been asked to reflect on the impact Saint 
Thomas More has had on my life. I trust that the following will be instructive to current students 
and recent graduates.

I entered Yale in the fall of 1959 as a practicing Catholic, but was put off by the tone of the 
religious instruction I had received previously. “More House,” as STM was then known, was 
a small-scale operation in the early 1960s– basically, confessions, morning Masses, personal 
counseling by the Chaplain upon request, bible study groups and an occasional speaker’s event 
in the Chapel basement. Through listening to Chaplain James T. Healy’s Sunday sermons and 
participating in our informal conversations, I learned that true Catholic faith wasn’t negative in its 
orientation but positive, encouraging us simply to try to act as Christ has taught us. That was a 
revelation and was followed thereafter by my reading a confirming quote from Ernest Hemingway: 

“What is moral is what you feel good after.”  By my senior year my faith had grown stronger, but my 
focus had shifted to wondering how my life would affect my faith, and how my faith would affect 
my life.

During the ensuing six decades as an investment manager, I found out. The resulting experiences      
reinforced the faith imbued in me at Saint Thomas More and led to a much deeper appreciation 
of the lessons contained in the scriptures we read during Mass, especially the Gospels. My career 
has required extensive international travel, which has exposed me to a broad range of cultures 
and economic levels around the world. I now understand God will judge us not by what we have 
acquired, but by how we played the cards we were dealt. 

I’ve also had to distill investment presentations into their essence, and through this work I have 
come to appreciate more fully Jesus’s “executive summary” of the Ten Commandments: love 
God and love your neighbor. I’ve also learned that being generous does not diminish our wealth 
and that it is important to treat others with the same courtesy and respect that you accord your 
superiors (and to be wary of people who don’t). 

The past six decades have also taught me to rely upon my inner moral compass and to “keep 
the faith.” But I’ve also learned that adhering to scruples can lead to lost opportunities or be 
an impediment to career success or greater wealth. In those instances, the Rolling Stones have 
provided consolation: “You can’t always get what you want, but if you try sometimes, you might 
find you get what you need.”  

 

P
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“I’ve also had to 
distill investment 
presentations into 
their essence, and 

through this work I 
have come to appreciate 

more fully Jesus’s 
“executive summary” of 
the Ten Commandments: 

love God and 
your neighbor.”
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Ms. Debra Camputaro
Mr. William R. Canavan
Dr. & Mrs. Pietro A. Canetta
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Cappaert

Mr. Michael T. Carbery
Mr. Anthony J. Carbone
Michael E. Carey, MD
Ms. Elizabeth M. Carey
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Carolan
George F. Carpinello, Esq. & 
     Ms. Beth Carpinello
Mr. Richard B. Carroll
Ms. Grace Carroll
Ms. Dororthy Cartagena
Dr. Thomas J. Carty & Dr. Rosamaria Leon
Ms. Patricia Catauro
Dr. Jaime Cavallo
Charles R. Cervantes, Jr., MD
Mr. & Mrs. John Civetta
Dr. Charles P. Chalko & Ms. Irene D. Keeley
Ms. Gabrielle M. Chassagne & 
     Mr. Joshua Klein
Mr. Cyrus Chemery
Ms. Natalie Chermak
William W. Chip, Esq.
Dr. Norman J. Chonacky
Mr. & Mrs. Henry N. Christensen, Jr.
Mrs. Mary Ann Cieciuch
Dr. & Mrs. Francisco G. Cigarroa
Mr. Nicholas J. Cimmino
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cirasuolo
Mr. Daniel Claflin
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Clulo
Mr. Paul E. Cohen
Ms. Louise Colavolpe
Ms. Marie C. Colbert
Marcia L. Colish Ph.D, PhD
Dr. J. Michael Collaco & Ms. Aarti Shah
Ms. Marie Colleran
John W. Colleran, Esq. & 
     Mrs. Winifred B. Colleran
Prof. John J. Collins & 
     Mrs. Adela Yarbro Collins
Dr. & Mrs. Richard N. Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Harry B. Combs, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Cristobal I. Conde
Ms. Therese Condon & Mr. Stephen Goodwin
John J. Connaughton, Esq.
Dr. Christian M. Connell
The Rev. Wayne Conner
Ms. Rebecca Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Connolly
Mr. Eugene T. Connolly, Jr.
Ms. Regina Lee Connors
Ms. Sabrina Consiglio
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Conway
Ms. C. Yvonne Cooke
Dr. & Mrs. Leo M. Cooney, Jr.
Mr. John M. Cooney
Mr. Wayne P. Cooper
William R. Cooper, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Coppi
Ms. Maureen Corcoran Christou
Mr. William Francis Cornelius, Jr.
Mr. Nathaniel G. Costa
Dr. Gordon Cramolini
Mr. Leo Cristofar
Mr. P. Christopher Ozyck & 
     Ms. Rosemary P. Cronin-Ozyck
Mr. Edmund G. Crotty
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Crowley
Ms. Magda L. Cruz & Mr. Carlos Sevillano
Michael F. Csar, Esq.
Raymund S. Cuevo, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Cullen
Ms. Rosemarie Cuomo

Edmund T. Curran, Esq.
Ms. Katherine Currier
Rev. Frederick J. Cwiekowski, PSS
Ms. Anna Czop
Mr. Robert C. Dahill
Dr. John R. Dainton Jr
Ms. Diane D'Alessio
Mr. Kenneth J. Dalpian
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald G. Damiani
Ms. Rebecca E. Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Quintin P. Davis
Mr. Edgar De Vylder
Drs. Arthur P. Decillis & Elizabeth Laberee
Mr. Hans P. DeGrys
Mr. & Mrs. James Delaney
Peter Delenick, MD
Atty. & Mrs. Donald L. Dell
Ms. Maria DeLucia
Ms. Diana DeNegre
Mr. Ronnell R. Denegre
Mr. Randy P. Derrick
Ms. Jane A. Desforges
Mr. & Mrs. Paolo Desiato
John & Katherine DeStefano
Mr. James DeVito
Mrs. Diane DeVito Renna
Mr. Joseph D. Devlin
Mr. William O. DeWitt, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent DiBenigno
Ms. Bernadette DiGiulian
Ms. Cornelia Dinnean
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Dinneen
Mr. & Mrs. Mario DiRienzo
Mr. James E. DiTullio
Ms. Mary Dixey
Ms. Ngoc Doan
Mr. Robert F. Dobek
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Dodds
Peter Dodson, PhD
Prof. & Mrs. Charles Donahue, Jr.
Ms. Patricia Donnelly
Mr. Peter B. Dooley
Ms. Darlene B. Dougiello
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Dow III
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher P. Dowd
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Downing, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Doyle
Prof. Richard F. Drake
Mr. William H. Draper III
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Drew
Dr. Elizabeth Dreyer
Ms. Tamara Duclos
Ms. MaryLee Duff
Patrick R. Duffy, Jr., MD
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Duffy
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Duffy
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Duman
Mr. Edward D. Dunar
Ms. Bonnie Duncan
Mr. Mark C. Dunn
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Dunn, Jr.
Mr. William Y. Durbin
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Duserick III
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew J. Dutka
Mr. Daniel G. Dutro, Jr.
Mrs. Susan H. Dwyer
Mr. Richard M. Dziamalek
Hon. Adelaide Edelson
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Edwards
Jaime A. El Koury, Esq. & Mrs. Begonia Santos
Ms. Arleen Elizondo
Drs. Merceditas S. Villanueva & Peter J. Ellis
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Mr. Michael Emmerth & Ms. Ilona M. Emmerth
Mr. Kevin W. Ennis
Ms. Kristin Eno
Ms. Mary Enquist
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander T. Ercklentz
Ms. Marianne Esposito
Mr. Marcos R. Esquivel
Mr. Joseph Estrada
James Eustermann, MD
Mr. Vincent J. Evangelisti, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Falco, Jr.
Mr. Gary M. Fallon & Ms. Leona De Rocco
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Falvey, Jr.
Eric Fan, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Donald F. Fangman
Hon. & Mrs. John P. Farrell
Mr. John J. Farrell
Mr. Robert A. Faulkner
David P. Faulkner, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Fellows
Ms. Maria Ferrer
Mr. Joseph P. Ferrucci & Ms. Nancy Restivo
Mr. Steven J. Fetteroll
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Figlewski, Sr.
Joseph Finetti, MD & 
     Ms. Maria Mastrosimone
Mr. Anthony R. Fiorino & 
     Ms. Maureen D. Long
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Fischer
Ms. Mary-Christy Fisher & Mr. Harold H. Koh
Ms. Cecilia Fitz-Gerald
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Flint
Mr. Michael J. Flora
Mr. Victor Florio
Ms. Kathleen D. Flynn
Mr. Joseph S. Y. Fong & Dr. Winnie W. Au
Mr. Alan F. Fontana & Ms. Marianne Fontana
Mr. Dewey Forbes
Ms. Janice L. Fournier
Ms. Constance H. Franciosi
Mrs. Betty W. Freeborn
Ms. Phyllis H. Freedman
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Freidheim
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Friedman
Ms. Lee Ann Friend
Ms. Susan Fujita
Mr. Bernard Furmanek
Ms. Carol J. Gagliardi
Mr. Robert Gai
Mr. W. Lee Gaines, Jr.
Mrs. Maria D. Galford
Ms. Marie M. Gallagher
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Galvin

Mr. & Mrs. William W. Galvin III
Mr. Michael Galvin
Mr. Roger L. Gambatese & Ms. Jan Poole
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Gander
Mrs. Rita J. Gangi
Mr. Tomas J. Garcia
Ms. Marie Garcia-Abrines
Rev. Thomas Gariepy, CSC
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Garn
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Garvey
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Gately
Mr. Michael J. Gawel
Dr. Laurie C. Geck
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel A. Getz, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Giannetti
Mr. Matthew Gilbride & Mrs. Marie Gilbride
Mr. John A. Gilchrist
Mr. & Mrs. Benedetto C. Giliberti
Dr. Thomas M. Gill
Ms. Maria Gillen
Mr. John T. Gillespie
Garrett G. Gillespie, MD
Mr. & Mrs. John Gilligan, Jr.
Mr. Henry H. Ginna
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick B. Ginsberg
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Giordano
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Godich
Dr. & Mrs. James J. Goedert
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew F. Golden
Mr. Justin J. Golden
Mrs. Stephanie I. Golub
Dr. Miguel G. Gonzalez & 
     Mrs. Rhodenna C. Gonzalez
Ms. Lauren E. Gonzalez
Mr. Harry E. Gordon, Jr.
Brendan T. Gormley, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Goss
Mr. Lawrence A. Grab, Jr.
Ms. Janet M. Grace
Attilio Granata, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Ignatius A. Grande
Mr. John Grasso
Mr. William Graustein
Mr. & Mrs. Francis J. Greaney
Ms. Ruth E. Greco
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Greenwood
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gregoricka
Ms. Emma D. Griffin
Mr. Michael D. Griffin
Mr. David Gruber & Ms. Esperanza Tovar
Robert A. Gryboski MD
Dr. Anthony Guarino
John W. Gulliver, Esq.

Ms. Elaine M. Gustafson & 
     Mr. William Chorske
Mr. Oscar R. Gutierrez, Jr. & 
     Ms. Renee C. Venegas
Mr. Alexander A. Guzinski & 
     Ms. Regan E. Gilbride
Ms. Ruth S. Gyuse
Mr. Richard Ham, Jr.
Mr. Thomas Hannan & Mrs. Janina Hannan
Ms. Margaret Hardenbergh
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Harkness
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Harlow
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Harris
Jane B. Hartwell, Esq.
Atty. & Mrs. Andrew C. Hartzell, Jr.
Ms. Barbara Hawes
Ms. Karyn M. Heffernan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Heine
Michael D. Helbing, Esq.
Ms. Rachel Hellerich
Mr. Edward Helmrich
Peter N. Herbert, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Hamlet Hernandez
Dr. Pamela J. Hetherington
Mrs. Judith Hickey
Mr. Stephen P. Hickey
Mr. John T. Hill
Ms. Diane Hilton
Mr. Wisam Hindi & Mrs. Niran Ibrahim
Mr. Christopher M. Hinkle
Gregory P. Ho, Esq. & Ms. Linda Sanchez
Prof. John M. Faragher & Michele Hoffnung
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Hohmann
Ms. Dorothy Holliday
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hopkins
Profs. Elliott P. Horch M. Lourdes Sabe
Mr. Michael T. Hornak
William J. Houghton, MD
Mr. Seamus Houlihan
Philip A. Hourigan, Jr., MD
Mr. William A. Howard
Ms. Bernadette Huang
Dr. Amy E. Hungerford & 
     Mr. Peter C. Chemery
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Hurstak, Jr.
Mr. David R. Hyde
Mrs. Roberta Ierardi
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Igoe
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Irving
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph B. Jahnige
Stanley P. Jaskiewicz, Esq.
Ms. Lauren E. Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Blake R. Johnson

Mr. Jaeger Johnson
Ms. Amie Joyce & Mr. Antimo Palmieri
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Juczak
Ms. Elizabeth G. Judd
Mr. Imre Juhasz & Ms. Leslie Polson
Mr. George J. Jurkowich
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Jurson
Ms. Tamara Jurson
Kristopher Kahle, MD, PhD
Ms. Julia I. Kang
Prof. M. Cathleen Kaveny
Thomas S. Kearney, Esq.
Prof. John T. Kearns
Ms. Natalie C. Keating
Mr. Nicholas F. Keefe
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh A. Keenan
Mr. John P. Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Brian T. Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Kempner
Mr. Joseph E. Kendall
Mr. Gregory Kennan & Ms. Jane Materazzo
Prof. Paul M. Kennedy & Ms. Cynthia Farrar
Mr. William F. Kenney
Mrs. Mary Whitney Kenney
Mr. James Loran Kerr
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Keyser
Dr. James A. Kidney
Ms. Yvonne Kielhorn
Mr. William Kiernan
James K. Killelea, Esq.
Dr. Thomas J. Killian
Chan H. Kim, MD & Mrs. Kyung Kim
Grace J. Kim, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Kimball
Ms. Jean-Ellen King
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Kinney
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Fowler Kinney
Dr. & Mrs. John J. Kirkowski
Ms. Ruth E. Klarman
Dr. & Mrs. Michael T. Klimas
Drs. Joowon & Jason Klusowski
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kmetzo
Mr. John R. Knight & Mrs. Denise B. Knight
Mr. & Mrs. George Knight
Mr. Henry E. Knoblock III
Mr. Stephen V. Kobasa
Mr. Paul A. Kobasa
Ms. Grace Koo
Mr. Raymond P. Kosinski
Mr. William T. Kosturko & 
     Ms. Jane E. Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Krause
Mrs. Patricia Kraynak

The Lasting Impact of Your Philanthropy
Your gift to STM transforms students’ lives and allows them to develop a lasting relationship with their faith.

“STM continues to be one of the most impactful experiences of my time as an 
undergraduate. While I saw my peers moving away from the Church, STM 
allowed me to strengthen my faith and find a way to incorporate Catholicism 
into my daily and modern life. It strengthened my friendships and paved the way 
for my future relationship with my

To this day, STM continues to be instrumental in shaping the faith journey 
of myself and my husband.”

– Andrei Javier, '08, M.D.

faith.
To support students like Andrei, please consider making a gift using this QR code. 
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John S. Kruger, PhD
Gary W. Kubek, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Krzysztof Kubica
David J. Kudzma, MD
Ms. Sharon M. K. Kugler
Mr. Robert R. J. Kunkler
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Kunkler III
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy E. Kuroda
Mr. Angelo S. La Mantia
Ms. Charlotte LaFemina
Dr. & Mrs. Raul Laguarda
Mr. Michael R. Lalonde & Ms. Tara M. Herbert
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Landefeld
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Landers
Ms. Nancy D. Lane
Frederick F. Lang, MD & Gildy V. Babiera, MD
Alfredo Lardizabal, MD
Ms. Boguslawa Larracuente
Ms. Evelyn Lasaga
Mr. Steven E. Lasewicz, Jr.
Ms. Jane Lasher
Joseph E. Lastowka, Jr., Esq. & 
     Mrs. Frankie Lastowka
Mr. Luke V. Lauretano
Ms. Adria LaViolette
Rev. John L. Lavorgna
Mr. Traugott Lawler
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Lawler, Jr.
Paula Lawton-Bevington, Esq.
Mr. Patrick T. Leahy
Ms. Jessica Leal
Mr. John Marshall Lee & 
     Ms. Mary Lou Morong
Mr. Danny Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis E. Lehrman
Mr. Matthew Lengel
Mr. Thomas G. Lengel
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy W. Lepczyk
Ms. Carmel Lepore
Mr. & Mrs. Tony N. Leung
Mr. Andrew S. Lewandowski
Nancy Liao, Esq. & Mr. Kurt P. Tan
Mr. James R. Libera
Dr. & Mrs. Roy Pat Licklider
Mr. John E. Linck
Mr. Robert A. Lisak
Ms. Pauline Little
Mr. Jorge Luis Casquero Leon & 
     Dr. Fiorella Llanos Chea
Mr. Michael T. Lo Piano
Mr. William J. Logan, Jr.
Ms. Catherine E. Long
Mr. William S. Long & Ms. Barbara Posler
Mr. Michael Longo
Mr. Michael J. Longofono
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Looney
Mr. Hector Lorenzana
Ms. Vona Lorenzana
Ms. Rebecca Lorenzana
Mr. Juan P. Loumiet
Ms. Fairuz O. Loutfi Olivares
Mr. Daniel H. Lowenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Kristjan Lugus
Mr. Kenneth K.Y. Luke
Mr. Thomas F. Lynch
Thomas J. Maciolek, PhD
Mr. Stanley Macklin
Mr. Christopher C. Mader & 
     Ms. Tiffany L. Halo, PhD
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Maestrini
Ms. Francesca Magnotti
Ms. Suzanne Maguire
Dr. & Mrs. James V. Maher, Jr.
Mr. Michael A. Makuch
Ms. Emily M. Malison
Judge Robert M. Mallano
Mr. Louis Mangini
Mr. Robert J. Manley
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Manley
Most Rev. Henry J. Mansell D.D.
Mrs. Mina S. Marak
Lt. Aaron C. Marchant, USN
Ms. Bernice L. Margolis
Ms. Gretchen E. Markert
Richard A. Marottoli, MD & 
     Ms. Denise Acampora
Mr. Jeffrey T. Marrs

Jill E. Martin, Esq.
Dr. Robert E. Martinez
Ms. Sayda Martinez-Alvarado
Mr. Yony Martinez-Mendoza & 
     Ms. Juanita Alvarado-Culebro
Mr. & Mrs. Paul T. Mascia
Mr. & Mrs. Michael V. Masciandaro
Mr. Michael J. Masciandaro
Mr. Christopher G. Massad
Mr. & Mrs. I. Joseph Massoud
Mr. Louis E. Matteo, Jr.
Mr. Albert F. May, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Mariusz J. Mazurek
Angela McBride, PhD, RN, FAAN
Ms. Joan Y. McCabe
Thomas J. McCaffrey, PsyD
Mrs. Jeannine L. McCann
Mrs. Heather J. McCann
Rev. Gerard H. McCarren
Mr. & Mrs. David E. McCarthy
David M. McCarthy, MD
Mr. E. Dennis McCarthy II
Mr & Mrs. Robert Thunell
Mr. Timothy McCormack & Dr. Jean Mulder
Mr. Patrick McCormick
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin P. McCullough
Mr. Thomas McDonald III
Mr. Luke McEndarfer
Mr. William J. McFarland
Mr. Dennis L. McGill
Mr. James D. McGinley
Mr. Brian T. McGovern
Mr. & Mrs. Don McGregor
Mr. & Mrs. Frank T. McGuire
Mr. Kenneth J. McGuire
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth McKenna
Ms. Susan McKeon & Ms. Kaitlin Loftus
Mr. Lawrence McMahon
Mr. Joseph McManus
Mr. Michael P. McNamara
Stephen J. McPhee, MD
Hon. Peter McShane & Mrs. Robin McShane
Frederick J. Meine, MD & Mrs. Fredricka Hope
Dr. Frederick J. Meine III
Mr. & Mrs. Frank P. Miceli
Mr. John Paul Mikhaiel
Dr. Chad S. Miller
Mr. Robert J. Mobeck
Mark A. Mongelluzzo, Esq.
Mr. Michael A. Montano
Dr. Juan P. Montermoso
John J. Mooney, MD
Dr. & Mrs. James K. Mooney, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs Robert Moore
Mr. Christopher D. Moore & 
     Kathleen B. Moore, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Moore
Jon F. Moran, MD
Mr. Michael Morand & 
     Mr. William F. Mitchell
Robert F. Morris, Esq. & Mrs. Susan L. Morris
Mrs. Patricia A. Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. George Morrison
Dr. Brian M. Morrissey
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Mount
Mrs. Margaret Mraz & Mr. Wayne Mraz
Mr. & Mrs. David B. Mueller
Mrs. Barbara A. Muellner & 
     Mr. Michael J. Muellner
James H. Mulflur, PhD
Mr. Edward J. Mullen
Mr. Patrick A. Mulloy
Ms. B. K. Munguia & Mr. Jonathan I. Mark
Ms. Carol A. Murabito
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Murphy
Mr. Russell Murphy & Mrs. Sheila A. Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Murphy
Ms. Siobhan Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Murphy
Mr. C. Thomas Musson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Myers
Ms. Marcia Myhre
Mr. Robert A. Nalewajek
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Naratil
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Nasuti
Mr. Bryan Nasznic
Mr. Andrew Navarette

Mr. Robert Nave
Mr. F. J. Neil, Jr.
Joseph Neumeier, Esq. & 
     Mrs. Judith Neumeier
Mr. Kenneth E. Newburger
Mr. & Mrs. Denis Newman
Ms. Xuan Nguyen
Mr. Diarmuid E. Nicholson
Mr. & Mrs. Walter C. Nicksa, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Nicolson
Ms. True Nicolson
Ms. Sarah L. Nikkel
Sr. Valerie Noone, OP
Dr. Bernard D. Noveloso
Mrs. Celina Noyes
Ms. Paula Nwanna
Mr. Ike Nweke & Mrs. Julia Nweke
Mr. John C. O'Brien
Mr. George E. O'Brien, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick F. O'Connell
Dr. George E. O'Connell
Mr. Joseph O'Connor, Jr.
Mr. Daniel J. O'Connor & Ms. Julieanne Laracy
Mr. John H. O'Connor
Dr. Patrick G. O'Connor & Ms. Robin Pellish
Mr. Hugh O'Donnell
Dr. Patrick J. O'Donnell
Ms. Jacquelyn Oesterblad
Patrick O'Gara, MD
Mr. Harry J. O'Hara III
Dr. & Mrs. George P. O'Leary
Ms. Patricia O'Leary Treat
Dr. Emily Olfson & Mr. Andrew Loza
Mr. & Mrs. Harry A. Olivar, Jr.
Ms. Paula J. Olsiewski
Mr. Thomas J. Opladen
Ms. Martha Oravetz
Prof. Peter Orazem
Ms. Pamela Ortega
John M. Ortinau, MD
Ms. Patricia R. O'Toole
Ms. Diana Pacetta-Ullmann
Mr. Victor Padilla Taylor & 
     Ms. Maria del Rosario Castellanos
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Pagnam
Mr. Edward Painter & Mrs. Elizabeth Painter
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Palkot, Jr.
Rosemary F. Palladino, Esq.
Mr. John Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Palmieri
Ms. Anna Marie Palumbo
Ms. Rita Panico
Dr. & Mrs. John T. Paoletti
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Papandrea, Jr.
Mr. Joseph F. Paquette, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert F. Parillo
Ms. Elinor Parisi
Prof. Michael P. Parker
Charles A. Patrizia, Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P. Patton, Jr.
Ms. C.M. Patton
Dr. Jennifer A. Paxton
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond J. Peach
Mrs. Patricia Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Peduzzi
Ms. Emily Peel
Mr. Steven Peery
Mr. Alfred Perez, Jr.
Mr. James J. Perito & 
     Mrs. Anita Visentin-Perito
Ms. Nicole Perone & Mr. John Grosso
Mr. Michael A. Perrin
Mr. Eric M. Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Peterson
Richard L. Petrelli, MD
E. A. Petrelli, MD
Ognen A. Petroff, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Phelps
Mr. William V. N. Philip
Atty. & Mrs. Barnet Phillips IV
Ms. Shannon Phuah
Mr. Paul Pienkos
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher A. Pierce, Jr.
Ms. Caroline Pineda
Mr. Patrick L. Pinnell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Pinto

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Pitoniak
Michael G. Plantamura, Esq. 
     & Mrs. Mary Plantamura
Rev. Anthony Pogorelc
Mr. William G. Polinsky, Jr.
Mr. Joseph A. Polka
Mr. Donald R. Porto
Mr. & Mrs. William Powers
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Powers II
Maria T. Prendergast, Ph.D
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon E. Prentice
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Prince, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Alphonse Proto
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Proto
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond G. Provini
Ms. Christina Pryor
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent Quagliarello
Mr. William T. Quinn
Mr. E. Leigh Quinn
Dr. Gregory Quist
Mr. John M. Rak
Mr. Robert W. Ramage, Jr.
Ms. Elizabeth L. Randall
Ms. Diana P. Rascati
Mr. Paul M. Rauschenbach
Dr. Maurice T. Raycroft
Mr. Andrew Reardon
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Redmond
Mr. William H. H. Rees
Ms. Sheila Regan
Mr. Owen P. Reid, Jr.
Ms. Karen Reidy
Mr. Sean C. Reilly
Mr. & Mrs. Brian M. Reilly
Ms. Patricia Reilly
Ms. Diana Reilly
Mr. Wesley Renfro
Ms. Gina Renna
John A. Renner, Jr., MD
Ms. Sarah Renzi & Mr. David Nardone
Mr. Bernard G. Rethore
Mr. Julian Revie
Ms. Rosemary Reynolds
Dr. Mira Rho
Mr. Peter Ricciardi
Mr. Anthony Ricciuti
Mr. Thomas J. Rice
Ms. Laura Richling
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rico
Brian F. Rigney, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Riordan
Mr. & Ms. Augustin L. Rivera, Jr.
Brandon E. Roach, Esq.
Mr. Theodore R. Robb
Dr. Michael Cappello & Ms. Kerry A. Robinson
Ms. Ashley Rodriguez
Ms. Cassandra Rodriguez
Mr. John Rogers
Robert M. Rosa, MD
Ms. Carmen Rosado
Ms. Anne Rosivach
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Rosivach
Noreen F. Rossi, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Rousseau
Ms. Ancella Roy
Mr. Thomas G. Rozinski
Mrs. Catharine Rubsam
Prof. Nancy H. Ruddle
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Rueb
Mr. Donald Rumsfeld
Hon. Philip E. Ruppe
Ms. Margaret E. Russett
Mr. & Mrs. Everett J. Rutan III
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Rutan
Nanette J. Rutka-Hikade & Neil Hikade
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Ryan
Dr. Maura A. Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Ryan
Joseph A. Sabbatino, MD
Dr. Ruben A. Saez & Ms. Lucy Juarez Saez
Mr. James E. Sale
Mr. Jonathan A. Sanchez
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Sanders
Mr. Thomas M. Sapp
Mr. Stephen S. Sattler, Jr. & 
     Mrs. Stacie L. Sattler
Ms. Madeline Savo
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Mr. Salvatore Scafariello
Mr. Joseph J. Scala & Ms. Kathleen M. Fenn
Dr. Maximilian Scholz
Mr. Henry Schramm, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey W. Schroeder
Ms. Diane Schultz
Ms. Lynn Schusterman
Prof. & Mrs. Thomas A. Schweitzer
Mrs. Karen L. Scopino-Kristan
Ms. Karen Scowcroft
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Seelaus
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Sehr
Ms. Susan A. Seigle
Dr. Mary Schwab-Seligman & Joel Seligman
Dr. Kenneth P. Serbin
Mr. Jonathan J. Serrato
Mr. Edward Shaw, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Shaw
Mr. Michael T. Sherman
Roshan Shetty
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard G. Silbernagel
Mrs. Anna Slater
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald M. Slisz
Michael & Jeanne Smith
Joseph C. Smith, Jr., Esq.
Mr. Jerome F. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard L. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Sohn
Consuelo Soldevila-Pico, MD
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Spears
Mr. Joseph L. Spiegel
Mr. Robert J. Staab
Dr. Michael C. Stankewich & 
     Mrs. Colleen Stenzler
Mr. Michael J. Stanton
Mr. Thomas A. Stavovy
Mr. David L. Stebenne
Ms. Margaret I. Steele
Mr. Paul E. Steiger
Ms. Elizabeth Steinberg
Ms. Diane D. Stottele
Harold P. Strunk, MD
Mr. David P. Stuhr
Mr. & Mrs. R A. Sturges, III
Mr. Paul P. Stygar
Mr. Jeremiah Sugrue & Mrs. Carole Sugrue
Mrs. Ruth T. Suh
Mrs. Maureen Sullivan-Drury
Mr. & Mrs. Marty Suprenant
Mr. & Mrs. Purwanto Suwondo
Mr. & Mrs. Terry C. Swagerty
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Swagerty
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph J. Swanson III
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Swanson
Mr. & Mrs. James Sweeney
Mr. Patrick Sweeney
Drs. Beverly Pazur & Richard Swift, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Swinger
Ms. Elizabeth Tan Levy
Mr. Joseph Tansey III & Ms. Elly Pepper
Ms. Catherine Taylor
Dr. & Mrs. Randy Teel
Ms. Annette Telgarsky
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Tesoro
Dr. & Mrs. Augusto Tesoro
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Tessier
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Tessier
Mrs. Josephine Testa
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent E. Teti
Vijay M. Thadani, MD, PhD
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan J. Thessin
Ms. Lisa Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Gary W. Thompson
Ms. Theresa M. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Thompson
Mr. Paul G. Tierney
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen B. Timbers
Dr. Mary E. Tinetti
Dr. Julian Tirado-Rives & 
     Ms. Patricia I. Morales
Mr. William A. Tomasso
Dean William M. Treanor
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Trickey
Mr. Robert Trudel & Ms. Amy Elizabeth Zinser
Ms. Carol A. Truluck
Ms. Mary Tucker
Mr. Robert E. Tully

Mr. Harry W. Tuttle III
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Tuttle
Mr. Julian Tweneboa Kodua
Kevin J. Twohig, MD
Dr. Kathleen D. Twyner-Coley
Ms. Mary L. Tyrrell
Ms. Lisa A. Uebelacker & 
     Mr. Matthew Townsend
Mrs. Katherine Uebelacker
Ms. Susan Ujazdowski
Prof. Patrick Vaccaro
Mr. Joseph J. Vale
Eugene J. Valentini, MD
Mr. C. Peter Van Dine
Sunitha S. Varghese
Ms. Laura Vasu
Mr. John Vees & Ms. Libby Van Cleve
Ms. Carol A. Velsko
Ms. Joan E. Venditto
Mr. Thomas L. Venturella
Ms. Linda J. Veronneau
Mrs. Patricia Vick
Dr. Joanna E. Vincent
Dr. Leon F. Vinci
Eugenia M. Vining, MD
Mr. James J. Vlasic
William E. Vollero, MD
Mr. Mark N. Vonderhaar
Mr. Anthony Vuolo, Jr. & 
     Mrs. Rachel McColl Vuolo
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Vuolo, Sr.
Mr. James A. Wade
Mr. Philip Walch
Kyle F. Waldinger, Esq. & Ms. Danielle Svetcov
Philip S. Walker, Esq.
Mr. Andrew R. Walker
Ms. Cristina Walsh
Mrs. Beverly Waltz
Dr. & Mrs. John P. Wangermann
Mr. Richard O. Warren
Dr. & Mrs. Donald J. Waters
The Rev. Todd Owen Watson
Ms. Alison Weir
Ms. Lynn M. Welsh
Mr. Robert Werner
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Whalen
Patricia Whitcombe, MD & 
     Mr. Nathaniel Whitcombe
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilkinson
Hon. Alexander H. Williams III
Mr. Don V. Williams
Ms. Lynne B. Williamson
Mr. Walter Willinger & Ms. Diane Duffy
Ms. Danielle Wilson
Ms. Helen E. Witt
Mr. Whitney J. Witteman
Ms. Mary Pat Wixted & Mr. Karl J. Hirt
Mr. Eric C. Woglom
Ms. Karolina Wojteczko
Mr. Kenneth J. Wong
Ms. Sarah L. Woodford
Mr. & Mrs. Barry A. Worfolk
Mr. Richard Wurtzel
Drs. Jonathan Wyrtzen & Leslie Gross-
Wyrtzen
John Wysolmerski, MD & 
     Ms. Caroline G. Hendel
Dr. & Mrs. Dicky C. Yan
Mr. Ethan Y. Yan
Mr. John P. Yankee
Mr. Jaime E. Yordan
Mr. Gerald P. York
Dr. James A. Zalla
Prof. Raffaella Zanuttini
Mr. Lucas Zavala
Ms. Maria Zawadzki
Mr. Joseph M. Zenisek
Ms. Olena Zlotnikova

Saint Thomas More is a thriving Catholic presence at 
Yale because of the vision and generosity of our Legacy 
Supporters. In this milestone year, we hope that you 
will consider including STM in your estate plans to help 
further our mission for generations to come. 

Many of our Legacy Supporters have remembered 
STM in their will. By joining this group of Legacy 
Supporters, you are making one of the most thoughtful 
and impactful decisions to ensure that STM continues 
to help students grow in their personal faith life, 
demonstrate Christ’s love through acts of service to 
people in need in New Haven and beyond—all the 
while providing them a spiritual “home away from 
home” at Yale.

To discuss your legacy gift to Saint Thomas More, 
please contact Andrew Navarette in our Development 
Department at (203) 777-5537, ext. 229.

Your Legacy Gift to STM 
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100 Years: From Catholic Club to More House  
Remembering Our History Through Objects 

Sarah Woodford '10 M.Div. 

There are two important historical artifacts that are illustrative of STM’s early days of Catholic chaplaincy at Yale, both 
attributed to Yale’s first Catholic Chaplain, Father T. Lawrason Riggs '10. The first is a small five-line-a-day diary he kept in the 
1920s and the second is a large scrapbook he kept in the 1930s and 1940s. Through these two objects we see STM move from 
the campus and New Haven-roaming Catholic Club to a Chapel and club house installed at 268 Park Street. Through them, a 
Catholic chaplaincy at Yale formalizes, takes root and becomes a physical presence.

Fr. Riggs’s Diary
The diary of Fr. T. Lawrason Riggs '10 is a small, 
five-line-a-day notebook of Italian leather. The original 
is kept with his family’s papers in Washington, D.C., in 
the Library of Congress. It was a gift of a friend and was 
originally bound in Italy. He began the diary in 1922 and 
kept it until he ran out of pages in 1926. Through this 
object, we get an intimate glimpse into the daily routines 
that built and maintained the beginning of Fr. Riggs’s 
chaplaincy work at Yale. 

On May 31, 1922, T. Lawrason Riggs had an 
appointment at Woodbridge Hall. This appointment 
was with then Yale University President James 
Rowland Angell. At the end of the interview, Riggs left 
Woodbridge Hall the first Catholic Chaplain at Yale University. He would start his ministry to Yale students the fall of 1922. 
As he recorded in his diary: “…I took the afternoon train to New Haven and, after supper at the Williams’s with Baldy, had a historic 
interview with Pres. Angell—when he finally reached Woodbridge Hall. He talked of other matters for some time, but was very cordial 
and sympathetic when the subject of my next year’s activity was brought up…” A few weeks after the interview, Fr. Riggs went off to 
Europe and would begin his chaplaincy work in October of 1922. 

The Yale campus Fr. Riggs would begin his Catholic ministry on was undergoing a 
transformation from the time Riggs had attended as a graduate in the early 1900s. 
From only a handful of Catholics in 1910, Yale College now had three hundred 
undergraduates who identified as Catholic—an influx that occurred at places of 
higher education nationally after World War I. In his diary, he records his first 
meeting with nine undergraduates and two alums on October 2, 1922, to plan out 
the year ahead over dinner. Just a week later, on October 9, 1922, Fr. Riggs hosted 
the very first meeting of Yale’s Catholic Club at 7:00 in the evening. One hundred 
and twenty-five undergraduates attended and Fr. Riggs announced the Catholic 
instruction classes he would be teaching for the semester. He also recorded in the 
same entry that he attended a Ukrainian concert on campus afterwards: “First 
meeting of the Catholic Club (an epoch in my life!) at 7:00. There was an attendance 
of about 125, this is doing well for a beginning. Announced Instruction classes, etc. 
Ukrainian concert afterwards.”
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Riggs’s diary entry from October 9, 1922, is a perfect example of how he chose to 
pursue his first year of ministry on Yale’s campus. He taught an instructional class on 
the Catholic Mass and the Medieval Papacy at Dwight Hall—then Yale University’s 
library. Sterling Memorial Library wasn’t built and opened until 1931. He made sure 
to be visible at Yale events around campus. Like the Ukrainian concert he attended after 
his first Catholic Club meeting, Riggs took advantage of the social and intellectual life a 
university town provided: he attended concerts, lectures and football games—especially 
when Yale played Harvard or Princeton. He frequented Mory’s, which had recently 
moved to their current location on York Street. Weekly, he could be found having tea at 
the Elizabethan Club, spending time at Scroll & Key, or attending a play put on by Yale 
Dramat—three organizations he was a member of as an undergraduate.  

Hospitality was an important part of his first year of ministry. Riggs’s diary is full of 
breakfasts, lunches and dinners with Catholic faculty and students. He would often host 
at his home—in a Gothic Revival cottage—on Whitney Avenue. This was the site of 

many afternoons and evenings where undergraduates could freely talk about their faith on a campus where Protestant Christianity 
was the majority. He also enjoyed bearing witness to non-Catholic students who were interested in Catholicism or skeptical. At his 
dinners and lunches, he was always happy to engage in theology debates or, show off his extensive collection of Catholic rare books 
and art. 

The highlight of his first semester was organizing and celebrating 
a corporate communion at St. Mary’s on Hillhouse in New Haven 
on December 8, 1922. As he recorded in his diary: “The corporate 
communion at the 7 o’clock mass was most successful. I said mass and the 
Dominicans gave communion. Apparently there were well over a hundred 
Yale men, some sixty of whom breakfasted at Mory’s afterwards.”

By December 1922, Fr. Riggs had begun a ministry that engaged 
Catholic students both intellectually and socially—a pattern that would 
serve him well through the rest of the 20s and into the 1930s, as he 
began preparations to move the crux of Yale’s Catholic campus life 
from his home to a place located on campus. A place, as he wrote in the 
fundraising material for the Chapel, that would be “properly planned, attractively designed and conveniently located” and would 
“provide [students] with better facilities for attendance at daily mass, while at Sunday Mass…they would come into regular contact 
with the Chaplain, who would thus have a much more favorable opportunity to [spark] their interest in study groups, lectures and 
so forth.”

The Scrapbook
The scrapbook, located in STM’s archives, is large and black and bound together by a flat cotton ribbon. It is 15 ½ x 11 ½ and 
covers the years from 1936 to 1943. The inside is filled with photos and articles carefully cut-out from New Haven and Yale 
publications (and sometimes the New York Times) and heavily covers the announcing, building and dedicating of the Chapel. This 
was Fr. Riggs’s main priority in the 1930s. There are forty-one articles spanning the years from 1936-1938.  Ground for the 
Chapel was broken on October 13, 1937 and the Chapel was finished the summer of 1938. 

The Chapel was designed by William Douglas of William Douglas Orr & Associates and reflected the architectural tastes of the day. 
Its exterior was Colonial Revival and its interior was decorated in the Art Deco style—a balance between tradition and modernity. 
Through the equally weighted presence of these two styles, Fr. Riggs hoped that Yale students would notice how their Catholic faith 
and their secular studies informed each other.  

(continued on page 19)



19.

The Chapel, which was known as More House, was finished in 1938 and 
dedicated on October 9, 1938. The original dedication date was September 
25, 1938. This was postponed a month due to the highly destructive 1938 
New England Hurricane. The Chapel dedication was presided over by Bishop 
Maurice F. McAuliffe and attended by members of both Yale University and 
the Archdiocese of Hartford. In the scrapbook, among the many articles 
announcing the Chapel’s dedication, is a photo of the smiling Bishop 
McAuliffe in his bishop’s miter and crook next to Fr. Riggs. 

The middle portion of the scrapbook lightly chronicles STM’s programs 
during this time—most notably, a lecture on The Shroud of Turin, whose 
image of Christ was enjoying a lot of scientific attention in the 1930s. This 
particular image of Christ’s face was also the model for the Chapel’s Stations of 
the Cross, created by Robert Amendola '33 with the careful input of Fr. Riggs. 
Fr. Riggs wanted the stations to feel and look realistic rather than stylized. 

The article pasting begins to pick up again in the early 40s as Yale began to 
suffer student casualties in World War II. The first Yale casualty of the war was 
Edward Gosselin '40S. A member of STM’s community, he is remembered in 

the Chapel window etching of St. Gregory the Great—a gift from his mourning parents. Edward’s serious face still looks out 
from a December 15, 1941, Yale Daily News article, memorialized, though a little less grandly, in the scrapbook. 

Like all of American society, Yale and STM had to change and make do to help 
support the Allied war effort. STM leadership began shifting their attention 
to war-time needs—like converting the Chapel’s boiler to meet war ration 
standards. As the scrapbook chronicles, Fr. Riggs continued to teach, offering 
religion courses each semester for both Yale students and the general public. 
It also notes an important first for the Chapel—a marriage in April of 1942. 
This was between Lieutenant Donald Keefe '38 and Kate Hemmingway and 
officiated by Fr. Riggs. The Keefes and their wider family had been important 
allies to Fr. Riggs since his ordination and continued to support STM in the 
decades to come.

Fr. Riggs '10 died unexpectedly of a heart attack in his home on April 
26, 1943. The remainder of the scrapbook is a tribute to this unexpected 
news, collecting many obituaries and tributes from Yale and New Haven 
publications. The second to last article of the scrapbook is from the May 7, 
1943 printing of the Yale Daily News, and is entitled “More Club Fund Willed 
by Riggs.” Though Riggs came from a very wealthy banking family and had 
not needed Yale to pay for his work as Chaplain, he left enough money in his 
will for the Catholic Chaplains that came after him to receive an annual income 
of $5,000. This last gesture of generosity set up the work of Father Edwin 
O’Brien '31, who was a product of Fr. Riggs’s early Catholic Club, to continue 
to minister to Yale students as the second Catholic Chaplain at Yale University. 
And with the scrapbook filled to its capacity, STM moved from a fledgling, 
informal club to a legitimate Yale chaplaincy with a space and a place—and a 
particular ministry—all its own. 

All photos courtesy of STM Archives.
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1943: Fr. Riggs dies of a heart attack

1943: Fr. O’Brien '31 is appointed second 
Catholic Chaplain and is made an 
auxiliary chaplain during World War II.

1956: Peter Alegi '56 '59 LL.B. writes 
“Saint Thomas More: A History Until 1943” 
for his senior thesis. 

 

1960: Fr. James T. Healy '49 is appointed 
third Catholic Chaplain. 

Chapel programming expands to include: 
Tuesday Philosophy Discussions, Marriage 
Preparation and Annual Retreats.

1964: Fr. Richard Russell appointed fourth 
Catholic Chaplain. 

Chapel is renovated to reflect Vatican II 
liturgical changes. 

1973: Sr. Ramona Pena, C.S.J. becomes 
STM’s first female Assistant Chaplain.

1920-1930

1940-1950

1960-1970

1922: Fr. Riggs '10 begins his tenure as Catholic 
Chaplain on Yale’s campus.

October 9, 1922: Fr. Riggs’s first meeting of 
Yale’s Catholic Club.

October 9, 1938: The Chapel and Catholic 
Chapel, More House, is dedicated.

Original concept drawing of the Chapel by Douglas Orr.



#MyCatholicYale

Fr. Ryan blesses Poly, Prof. Nancy Ruddle’s dog, in front of the 
Golden Center during the Blessing of the Animals for the Feast 
of St. Francis. Handsome Dan waits patiently for his turn.
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T H R E E       Q U E S T I O N S?? ? 
Mary Tinetti  

JP Mikhaiel  

Yale School of Medicine resident J.P. Mikhaiel asks Yale faculty Mary Tinetti, M.D., three questions: one about scholarship, one 
about faith and one about leisure. Mary Tinetti is Gladys Phillips Crofoot Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology and Public 
Health at Yale University. She is also Director of the Yale Program on Aging and a member of STM’s Board of Trustees.

? JPM:  Can you tell me about your research? 

MT: My specialty is Geriatrics, the care of older adults. I selected the field after completing medical training in the 1980s, 
when it was still a new and emerging entity. My first area of research was falling, a very common problem for older adults, 
associated with loss of function and even death. Falls were considered accidents. We expect older people to fall, as though 
it is an inevitable part of aging. 

Over the next few decades, we began to understand the causes of falls, as well as their physical and psychological 
consequences. We identified interventions to reduce the probability and risk of falls. My current work focuses on the care 
for persons who have multiple chronic conditions simultaneously. Much of the evidence about diagnosing and treating 
individual diseases does not apply when one faces multiple medical conditions. We focus on the individual and inquire about 
their values, the specific health outcomes they desire and what health care they would be willing and able to receive to 
achieve these outcomes. The purpose is to move clinical decision making to the overall priorities and goals of the individual.

JPM:  Are there any particular ways your faith inspires you or provides you with insights for your current work?

MT: One of the most rewarding aspects of being a medical researcher is that you 
have both the joy of discovery as well as the privilege and pleasure of caring 
for people in need. A recent particularly meaningful change for me in my 
practice has been providing greater comfort to my patients by 
bringing religion and medicine together. I now ask my patients 
who or what helps them get through difficult times—or make 
difficult decisions. If they mention religion or spirituality, 
faith becomes an important part of my care for them 
along with medications, surgery or rehabilitation. 
I am still learning how to bring my faith to my work. 

JPM:  What do you do for leisure? How do you 
relax after a long day’s work? 

MT: As for leisure and relaxation, I enjoy 
reading history and biographies. If I want 
something relaxing, I read mysteries. I go 
hiking most free weekends with my partner 
and daughter—she likes to find waterfalls 
throughout the state. In the evenings, 
I like to watch Jeopardy and HGTV 
when I really need some rest and 
time to recharge.  

?

?



The Black Catholic History Month Lecture: 
Finding & Telling the Stories of Black Sisters   

                                        y book began as an attempt to make sense of what I consider to be a rather extraordinary 
news story and photograph that I stumbled upon in early 2007. At the time, I was in graduate school at 
Rutgers and in desperate search of a paper topic for my seminar. I had taken to perusing microfilm, the editions 
of Black-owned newspapers in search of what I knew would be a little-known dimension of the American past. 
And while scanning through the Pittsburgh Courier, I encountered a 1968 article announcing the formation of a 
Black Power Federation of Catholic nuns called the National Black Sisters Conference. The article's title alone, 
“Black Sisters Weigh Contradictions in Christian and Secular Community,” immediately piqued my interest. 
However, it was the accompanying photograph of four smiling Black Catholic nuns that steadied my hand on the 

microfilm reader that day. Until that 
moment, I, a lifelong Catholic, had never 
seen a Black nun, except in a Hollywood 
film. In fact, the only Black sister that I 
knew at that time was Sister Mary 
Clarence—the fictional character played 
by Whoopi Goldberg in the critically 
acclaimed Sister Act film franchise. Deeply 
ashamed of my ignorance, I soon learned 
that I was not alone. Even my mother, 
who had attended Catholic schools for the 
entirety of her formal education, and who 
in 1974 became one of the first three Black 
women to graduate from the University of 
Notre Dame, was unaware of the existence 
of Black nuns in our Church. No, only 
White nuns taught us in our schools. 

M
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On November 6, Professor Shannen Dee Williams gave the Black Catholic History Month Lecture at STM. 
She lectured on her book Subversive Habits: Black Catholic Nuns in the Long African American Freedom 
Struggle (Duke University Press, 2022). Her book provides the first historical survey of Black Catholic nuns 
in the United States and tells the stories of Black sisters as pioneering religious educators, desegregation foot 
soldiers, women theologians and advocates. Here is an excerpt from her lecture:



My mother relayed all this to me on the 
telephone later that evening. But I wish I 
had known. I wish we’d had Black nuns 
in Savannah when I was growing up. 
Stunned by my mother’s revelation, I set 
out to learn as much as I could about the 
National Black Sisters Conference and to 
understand the roots of the invisibility of 
Black Catholic sisters in our lives. From 
Father Cyprian Davis’ landmark study 
of the U.S. Black Catholic community, I 
discovered, among many things, that 
there had been Black nuns in my 
mother's hometown in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries before 
anti-Black prejudice and violent threats 
pushed these consecrated women out. 
Members of two all Black sisterhoods [in 
the area] had helped to lay the foundation 
for—and ensure the survival of—the city’s 
Black Catholic educational system.

Their heroic efforts made my mother’s 
and, by extension, my own journey into 
Catholicism possible. Yet the White sisters 
and priests who taught my mother and 
hundreds of other Black children in 
Savannah during America's Civil Rights 
and Black Power years never once alluded 
to Black sisters and their lessons. 
According to my mother, her White 
instructors did not teach any Black history 
or art either. And after calling and writing 
a host of Catholic institutions to track 
down some of the sisters who established 
the National Black Sisters Conference, I 
finally began to understand why the saga 
of America's Black women who dared to be 
poor, chaste and obedient is largely untold. 
It is an uneasy story, not only because it is 
rooted in the American dilemma of racism, 
but also because the position of a woman 
in an oppressed group is traditionally 
delicate and strategic.

Excerpt has been edited and condensed. 

Odera Nweke '23, AfAm Ministry Chair, shares a conversation with Professor Williams 
prior to her lecture.

“I discovered, among many things, 
that there had been Black nuns in my 

mother's hometown in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries before 

anti-Black prejudice and violent threats pushed 
these consecrated women out. Members of 

two all-Black sisterhoods [in the area] 
had helped to lay the foundation 

for—and ensure the survival of—the city's 
Black Catholic educational system.”

– Professor Shannen Dee Williams

Visit https://subspla.sh/2nqvgpr to view 
Dr. Shannen Dee Williams’ lecture.

Photograph by 
Robin J. McShane
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?? ?

O P E N       B O O K

                                 s I read The Aesthetics of Solidarity by Professor 
Nichole Flores '09 M.Div., a few topics stood out to me. Flores 
discusses the meaning of the dynamics between Saint Juan Diego 
and Our Lady, the use of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 
Mexican and Chicano societal movements and culture as well as the 
separation of the image from its religious context. She also highlights 
the importance of Juan Diego’s initial refusal to comply with the 
Virgin’s asks. Our Lady always respects Juan Diego’s autonomy and 
never demands he obey, even though she is dressed authoritatively as 
an Aztec princess. From the beginning of their interactions, Our Lady 
comes to Juan Diego from a place of humility and kindness as she 
patiently convinces him to speak with the Church leaders. 

Flores explains that this dynamic between Our Lady and Juan Diego has inspired both devotees in the Church 
and in Latino/a social spheres. “Guadalupe’s bright image invites the cultivation of solidarity committed to 
changing the laws, policies and institutions that treat Latine people and communities as disposable implements 
in local, national and global economies,” says Flores. Our Lady stood on the front lines as Latinx essential 
workers fought against unjust work conditions during the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic, as immigrant 
families struggled to get to a safer destination and as Hispanic feminine theology activists (called mujeristas) 
worked to protect their families from injustice. Guadalupe represents democracy and justice, unifying her 
children and breathing into them the strength that comes from fighting for, and alongside, their community. 

A
The Aesthetics of Solidarity: Our Lady of Guadalupe and American Democracy 

Nichole M. Flores '09 M.Div.  
184 pages; $49.95

(continued on page 24)

Maria Mendoza '23
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By Nevin George '23

     A  P r a y e r : 
            W h e n  w a l k i n g 
t h r o u g h  c a m p u s

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all you have given us and view every joy and 
hardship as a blessing. In our everyday lives at Yale, open our eyes to your love and 
help us to discover you more fully. 

On the way to class, we remember you. 

While talking with friends in the dining halls, we remember you. 

During late-night study sessions in Bass library, we remember you. 

While admiring the beauty of the Gothic architecture and surrounding New Haven 
landscape, we remember you. 

After every rehearsal, club meeting and hard exam, we remember you. 

Good and Gracious God, remind us constantly of your overwhelming beauty. 
As we look to you with gratitude and love, fill us with the peace only you can bring. 

Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

From the soon to be published book, Ever Ancient, Ever New.

Though some believe that every aspect 
of religion and politics should be 
separate, Flores sees no reason to apply 
that line of thinking to Guadalupe, and 
neither do Our Lady’s devotees. In an 
exchange between Flores and a young 
mother, the reader gets a glimpse of 
the beautiful simplicity behind the 
academic discussion on Guadalupian 
solidarity. When Flores asks her whether 
Guadalupe is a Mexican cultural symbol 
or a Catholic religious symbol, the young 
mother responds that separating her in 
two would be as difficult as separating 
the coffee from the milk in the mug 
Flores is holding. There is something 
here that this young mother’s heart 
understands that cannot be put into an 
academic theory—a simple cup of coffee 
and milk will do.

At some point in our lives, we are all like 
St. Juan Diego. We too argue against the 
powers that be, doubting and wondering 
if they chose the right person to carry out 
whatever difficult task we are facing. Of 
course, I’m personally not helping Our 
Lady of Guadalupe erect a basilica in her 
name, but I know the feeling of being up 
against what seems like a task for which 
you just weren’t cut out. Somehow, Juan 
Diego pushes through that. Flores’s book 
is a thoughtfully written testament to his 
strength of will and the precedent it set 
for the dynamics between our Latino/a 
community and Church authority. Flores 
lovingly takes a theology of the heart 
and introduces it to academic circles 
that must recognize its importance in 
Latino/a cultural history, a Guadalupian 
effort in and of itself.
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P O P !      C U L T U R E

The “Cat’s Pajamas” in 1922     
 
Deirdre Flanagan '23

Tailgating at football games, streaming Taylor Swift songs on Spotify, binging Stranger Things 
on Netflix with roommates—this is how many college students spend their free time in 
2022. In such a technologized era, it is difficult to imagine what was popular amongst 
students one hundred years ago, especially on a campus like Yale, which was then dominated 
by young white men from elite New England families. But Yale Daily News articles published 
in 1922 give us some insight.

According to the YDN, the men of Yale competed in a variety of sports which are still beloved 
by students today, including basketball, hockey and baseball. Since many students had recently 
served in World War I, it is not entirely surprising that the campus rifle team was also quite 
successful. Not only did students compete on teams, they also enjoyed tailgating and cheering 
on their classmates at the Harvard and Princeton football games. 

Though sports were a major component 
of Yale student life, many students were 
also becoming increasingly engaged in 
musical and theatrical clubs. The Yale 
Dramat, which our first Chaplain 
T. Lawrason Riggs was a member of, was 
founded in 1901 and the Whiffenpoofs, 
now a world-famous a cappella group, 
was founded in 1909. Not Spotify or 
Taylor Swift, but still opportunities for 
musical enjoyment.

Though there was no Netflix binging, Yale men went to theaters with friends to watch movies, 
or “moving pictures” as they were termed in 1922. They also enjoyed other group social 
activities and participated in eating clubs, junior fraternities and class dances.

Surprisingly, the YDN reveals that though 
current Yale college students spend most of their 
time interacting with technology, the spirit of what 
was popular with Yale college students in 1922 is 
still present today. Students then, just like students 
today, largely dedicated their free time to athletics, 
music, the arts and friends.

To see some of these articles for yourself, visit the 
Yale Daily News digital archive at: 
https://ydnhistorical.library.yale.edu/

Photograph by Alamy Stock Photo.



28.

?? ?

Students organized and attended a Sunrise Mass 

at Lighthouse Point in New Haven.
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StudyPray Act

During his time as Yale’s first Catholic Chaplain 
from 1922-1943, Father T. Lawrason Riggs '10 created 
spaces of hospitality for Catholic students to both 
explore their faith and connect with one another. 
One of the fixtures of Fr. Riggs’s tenure was the 
Chaplain’s Tea, where stimulating conversation was 
always accompanied by the priest’s fine silver tea set. 

At the beginning of the fall semester, undergraduate 
students revived this STM tradition. Just as they did in 
the early decades of the twentieth century, Fr. Riggs’s 
silver tray and accoutrements still stand at the ready for 
students to share a pot of tea and dive into dialogue 
about their Catholic faith.


