
May 31, 1922:  
Soon-to-be-ordained. T. Lawrason Riggs '10 records his appointment by 
President James Rowland Angell as Yale’s first Catholic Chaplain in his 
diary: “Mass alter right. Phil motored back to Hartford. I took the 
afternoon train to New Haven and, after supper at the Williams’s with 
Baldy, had a historic interview with Pres. Angell—when he finally 
reached Woodbridge Hall. He talked of other matters for some time, 
but was very cordial and sympathetic when the subject of my next 
year’s activity was brought up.”

October 3, 1922:  
The New York Times announces 
Fr. Riggs’s '10 appointment as 
Yale’s first Catholic Chaplain.  

October 7, 1922:  
Announcement in the Yale Daily News for Yale’s 
first Catholic Club meeting run by Fr. Riggs '10.  
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135 Whitney Avenue, 
1850:   
Fr. Riggs '10 lived at 135 Whitney 
Avenue for the entirety of his 
chaplaincy. At his Gothic Revival 
cottage, he would host Yale 
students and faculty for meals 
and classes. Riggs’s home was 
built by Jackson Downing in 
1850 and was featured in 
Downing’s book, The Architecture 
of Country House (1850). It is now 
part of Christ Presbyterian Church.  



Dwight Hall, 
Prior to 1931:   
Fr. Riggs '10 spent many 
of his evenings reading 
and studying at Dwight 
Hall, then Yale University’s 
library. He also taught 
weekly classes there 
that examined Catholic 
themes.  

St. Mary’s, New Haven, c.1930:   
Fr. Riggs '10 would often say Mass at St. Mary’s on Hillhouse Avenue. It is also the site of a 
well-attended corporate communion. As Fr. Riggs '10 records in his diary on December 8, 1922: 
“The corporate communion at the 7 o’clock mass was most success-ful. I said mass and the 
Dominicans gave communion. Apparently there were well over a hundred Yale men, some 
sixty of whom breakfasted at Mory’s afterwards.” 

October 13, 1927:    
In a Yale Daily News article advertising the first Catholic Club meeting of the year, 
the writer gives a brief history of the organization. This write-up is also a good 
example of what typical Catholic Club programming looked like in the 1920s.   


