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May 31,1922:

Soon-to-be-ordained. T. Lawrason Riggs 10 records his appointment by
President James Rowland Angell as Yale’s first Catholic Chaplain in his
diary: “Mass alter right. Phil motored back to Hartford. | took the
afternoon train to New Haven and, after supper at the Williams’s with
Baldy, had a historic interview with Pres. Angell—when he finally
reached Woodbridge Hall. He talked of other matters for some time,
but was very cordial and sympathetic when the subject of my next
year’s activity was brought up.”

DESIGN VII
BYMMETRICAL COTTAGE

135 Whitney Avenue,
1850:

Fr.Riggs 10 lived at 135 Whitney
Avenue for the entirety of his
chaplaincy. At his Gothic Revival
cottage, he would host Yale
students and faculty for meals
and classes. Riggs's home was
built by Jackson Downing in

1850 and was featured in
Downing’s book, The Architecture
of Country House (1850). It is now

PRINCIPAL FLOOR

part of Christ Presbyterian Church. Fig. 28
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October 3,1922:

The New York Times announces
Fr.Riggs’s 10 appointment as
Yale’s first Catholic Chaplain.

CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN.AT YALE

The Rev. T. Lawrason Riggs, a Uni-
versity Graduate, Appointed.

Special to The New York Tintes.
NEW HAVEN, Oct. 2.~Yale will have
a chaplain assigned for the religious in-
struction of its Catbolic students in the

person of the Rev. T. Lawrason Riggs,
a gmduate of the university, who w .p.
recently ordained to the priesthood. The
appointment was made by Bishop Nilan
of the Connecticut diocese. A chaplain
was appointed by Christ Church of this
city for the Episcopal undergraduates
some time ago.

I"ather Riggs is a son of the President
of tire Riggs Nationnl Bank of Wash-
ington. He was graduated from Yale
in 1010, took a four years’ graduate
course at Harvard and was appointed
instructor at Yale, resigning as soon as
America entered the World War to :f
overseas with Yale Mobile L'nlt N 0.
He was commissioned as a lieutenant
and served in the Intelligence Depart-
ment.

After the war he studied for the priest-
hood at St. Joseph's Seminary, Dun-
woodie, N. Y., and later studied philoso-
phy at the Catholic University, Wash-
ington. Iie took a course in theologv
I St. Joseph’'s Seminary in this city
last year.

Father Riggs has spent several weeks
in Furope conferrving with the chaplains
of Oxford and Cambridge Universities.
At Oxford he found chaplains of differ-
ent rellgious orders, some of them offl-
einlly recognized.

The organization of the Catholics nat
Yale, of whom there are about 200, will
be along the line of the Newman Cluhbs,
which have been formed in Amerlecan
universities, The Catholic Club at Yale
was organized by I'rofessor Cortland
Van Winkler of the English Depart-
ment about ten vears ago,
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Catholic Club Meeting.  Vale At Schol
A meeting of Catholic students of [ @
the University will be held in the large
Auditorium of Dwight Hall Monday at
7. The Catholic Club plans for the

Charles Frohman presents

All Next Week—DMatinees Wednesday and Saturday

year will then be outlined by the Rev.

T. Lawrason Riggs, 1910. All are re-
quested to attend, whether or not they
have hitherto been members of the

Catholic Club.

October 7,1922:
Announcement in the Yale Daily News for Yale’s
first Catholic Club meeting run by Fr. Riggs "10.



Dwight Hall,
Prior to 1931:

Fr.Riggs 10 spent many
of his evenings reading
and studying at Dwight
Hall, then Yale University’s
library. He also taught
weekly classes there

L e i x i that examined Catholic

| P || 1 8 | themes.
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St. Mary’s, New Haven, c.1930:

Fr.Riggs 10 would often say Mass at St. Mary’s on Hillhouse Avenue. It is also the site of a
well-attended corporate communion. As Fr. Riggs 10 records in his diary on December 8, 1922:
“The corporate communion at the 7 o’clock mass was most success-ful. | said mass and the
Dominicans gave communion. Apparently there were well over a hundred Yale men, some
sixty of whom breakfasted at Mory’s afterwards.”
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St. Mary’s Church, New Haven, Conn.
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October 13, 1927:

In a Yale Daily News article advertising the first Catholic Club meeting of the year,
the writer gives a brief history of the organization. This write-up is also a good
example of what typical Catholic Club programming looked like in the 1920s.
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CATHOLIC CLUB ELECTS
WEBSTER AND CONNORS

Proposed Activities for Coming Seéason
Discussed by Father Riggs, 1910,
and W. A. Webster, 1928S.

The University Catholic Club held its first
meeting in the assembly room of William
L. Harkness Hall last night at which Wil-
liam A. Webster;-1928S, was elected Presi-
dent of the Club and M. A. Connors, 1928,
Treasurer. 7

Rev. Father T. Lawrason Riggs, 1910,
presided and gave a talk outlining the pres-
ent activities of the Club and plans for the
coming year. W. A. Webster, Captain of
the University Football Team, spoke a few
words of welcome to the new Freshmen
members, and greeted; the upperclassmen who
are returning to take part for another year
in the Club’s activities. The evening discus-
sion centered around the work for this year.

Father Riggs, after graduating from Yale
in 1910, returned later to a position on the
University Faculty as an instructor of Fresh-
man English, He has been connected with
the Catholic Club since 1922, serving in the
capacity of chaplain, and is now the guiding
spirit of this movement in the University.

The Catholic Club, definitely established
in 1920, has since been the center of Catho-
licism at Yale. Its activities this year will
consist mainly of bi-weekly classes to be held
at the house of Father Riggs, 135 Whitney
Avenue. The subject to be taken up at
these meetings will be “The Christian Cath-
olic Doctrine as a Whole,” and an added
attraction will be several lectures by outside
men of importance, the first of which will
probably take place late in November.

Any men who were not at the meeting
last night but wish to join the Catholic Club
should send their name together with the
two dollar fee to Father Riggs.




